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CCSSO 2009 Participation Opportunities – At a Glance
The Council of Chief State School Officers is a membership organization of the public officials who head departments of elementary and secondary education in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, the Department of Defense Education Activity, and five U.S. extra-state jurisdictions. Key members of chief state school officers’ staff, including state deputies, state federal liaisons, and public information officers, also participate in the Council’s work. Originally chartered to provide advocacy, technical assistance, and professional development to the chiefs, the role of the organization has expanded to include greater emphasis on state leadership and responsibility for public education and serving as the collective voice for state departments of education across the country.
CCSSO relies on the collaboration and support of a number of organizations to support its work – including foundations, government agencies, non-profits, corporations, and other education agencies and associations. The Council offers a number of opportunities to engage, including the following:

Membership Meetings

Legislative Conference: Washington DC; March 8-10, 2009

Attendees: Chiefs, Deputies, Federal Liaisons, and Public Information Officers

Deputies Leadership Academy: Tampa, FL; May 16-18, 2009

            Attendees: Deputies

Summer Institute: Broomfield, CO; July 18-21, 2009

            Attendees: Chiefs

Annual Policy Forum and Business meeting: Naples, FL, November 19-21, 2009

            Attendees: Chiefs, Deputies, Federal Liaisons

CCSSO partners and meeting sponsors may participate in some or all of these membership meetings on a limited basis, depending on their level of partnership or sponsorship. 
Projects, Task Forces, and Programs

In addition to convening these four membership meetings, the Council oversees a number of highly visible national programs and collaborative efforts in the following areas:

	· Comprehensive Data Systems
	· Standards, Assessments, and Accountability

	· System of Educator Development
	· Systems of Student Support


Each initiative includes a number of collaborative work efforts, programs, and task forces which are supported by a combination of state funds, grants, and business/non-profit partnerships. 

Chiefline News and Information

Each week CCSSO publishes an electronic newsletter to the chiefs, deputies, federal liaisons, public information officers, and other SEA personnel about topics specifically related to the work of the Council and the interests of the chiefs. CCSSO partners receive the newsletter and are acknowledged in it on a weekly or bi-weekly basis and have the opportunity to submit content to the newsletter. Additionally, companies or organizations are able to purchase banner announcements of new work products, conferences, or events of interest to members.

 
For more information, contact: 

Carrie Heath, Development Coordinator – Business Partners; carrieh@ccsso.org; ph: 202-312-6433
Karen Bruett, Senior Director – Marketing and Strategic Alliances; karenb@ccsso.org; 512-422-9479
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