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About State Boards of Education

Citizen boards have been an integral part of American educational governance for over 175 years, and state board of education service is one of the highest forms of public service in the nation. State board of education members are responsible for the educational interests of more than forty million students in public schools and more than three million students in postsecondary institutions. With a diversity of views and a commitment to meeting the needs of all students, state boards of education are the preeminent educational policymaking body for students and citizens, providing citizen engagement and public oversight of education in the states.

State boards of education can be found in forty-eight states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the Northern Marianas and Puerto Rico. While the scope of state board of education member responsibilities is defined differently by every state, common areas of jurisdiction include:

· Setting statewide curriculum standards;

· Establishing high school graduation requirements;

· Determining qualifications for professional education personnel, including establishing standards for teacher and administrator preparation programs;

· Establishing state testing and assessment programs;

· Establishing standards for accreditation of local school districts; 
· Developing rules and regulations for the administration of certain state and federal education programs; and

· Making recommendations on state education statutes.

In addition, in twenty-three (23) states the state board of education either appoints or nominates the chief state school officer. 
While others in the policymaking process tend to reflect specific concerns and more political perspectives, the state board is intended to serve as an unbiased broker of education decisionmaking, focusing on the big picture, articulating the long-term vision and needs of public education, and making policy based on the best interests of the public and the young people of America.

About the National Association of State Boards of Education

The National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) represents state and territorial boards of education, state board attorneys and state board executive secretaries. Our principal objectives include:
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Strengthening state leadership in education policy;
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Promoting excellence in the education of all students;
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Advocating equality of access to educational opportunity; and
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Assuring continued citizen support for public education.

As the single organization representing state boards nationwide, we seek to further our goals through the provision of high quality services in the following areas: 
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Training and technical assistance to our members;
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Sponsoring regional and national conferences on critical policy issues;
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Publishing resource materials tailored to state education policymakers' needs; and
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Communicating with Congress, federal executive agencies, business and industry, the media, national associations, and other state decision makers including chief state school officers, state legislators and governors.
More information about NASBE can be found online at www.nasbe.org. 
Partnership/Sponsorship Opportunities

NASBE is committed to dialogue and partnerships with those interested in informing and supporting the work of state board of education members and other state education policymakers across the nation. There are several mechanisms in place to facilitate these partnerships:

· Participation in/sponsorship of standing NASBE conferences,
· Participation in/sponsorship of NASBE study groups,
· Sponsorship of NASBE communications to its members, and
· Participation in/sponsorship of ad hoc topical projects, coalitions, initiatives and conferences. 
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