
 

October 26, 2020 
 
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs 
Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503 
Attention: Desk Officer, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, DHS 
 
RE: DHS Docket No. ICEB-2019-0006 

To whom it may concern: 

On behalf of the Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA), we write in 
opposition to the proposed rule “Establishing a Fixed Time Period of Admission and an 
Extension of Stay Procedure for Nonimmigrant Academic Students, Exchange Visitors, 
and Representatives of Foreign Information Media” issued by the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement Bureau at the Department of Homeland Security in September. 
 
SIIA is an umbrella trade association, connecting more than 700 data, financial 
information, education technology, specialized content and publishing, and health 
technology companies. Our diverse members manage the global financial markets, 
develop software that solves today’s challenges through technology, provide critical 
information that helps inform global businesses large and small, and innovate for 
better health care and personal wellness outcomes.  
 
Our membership is particularly engaged on two fronts – the education of America’s 
learners and the hiring of highly skilled workers often educated by America’s education 
system. We are concerned that the proposed rule will hamper the ability for America’s 
colleges and universities to attract the best and brightest students domestically and 
from around the world and make it harder for these students to see a future in 
America. 
 
International students enrich our nation by offering diverse ideas and perspectives to 
their college communities while contributing an estimated $45 billion to the U.S. 
economy and 460,000 jobs. Many U.S.-educated foreign students remain in America 
after graduation, finding jobs with U.S. companies – or founding their own enterprises 
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- contributing to our economy and enhancing our competitiveness. Some go on to 
work for U.S. companies in fields that are already struggling to fill open positions.  
 
If we increase the bureaucratic hurdles for students, they may never come to the U.S. 
in the first place allowing other nations to develop and utilize these bright young 
minds. We urge the Administration to withdraw this proposed rule and work with 
Congress to come to an agreement on bipartisan, forward thinking immigration reform. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Joseph 
President 
Software & Information Industry Association  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


