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March 8, 2023 

  
The Honorable Virginia Foxx 
Chair 
House Committee on Education and the Workforce 
2176 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
The Honorable Bobby Scott 
Ranking Member 
House Committee on Education and the Workforce 
2101 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Chair Foxx and Ranking Member Scott, 

Thank you for your service and leadership on the House Education and Workforce 
Committee. We write today about some of the provisions in the bill up for markup 
today, H.R. 5, the Parents Bill of Rights Act.   

SIIA is the principal trade association for those in the business of information, 
representing over 450 companies including the education technology and academic 
publishing industries. Our members partner with educational agencies and 
institutions to provide innovative digital tools for learning, school administration, 
parent and teacher communication, academic assessment, and more.  

We are encouraged to see the requirements for more transparency from the U.S. 
Department of Education (ED). This will help students, parents, schools, education 
technology companies, and the general public understand ED’s important work to 
protect student privacy. 

We believe parents and caretakers are critical to a child’s educational journey. 
Parents have long had the right to know what’s going on in their child’s school, 
engage with curriculum, meet with teachers, and speak up in community meetings. 
The bill up for consideration today enshrines many of these existing rights - some of 
which are already included in laws passed decades ago - but also creates many 
unintended consequences for parents and students of all ages.  

Among them is the right to object to technology which, at first glance, reads as a 
simple right for parents to voice opposition to a piece of technology. The broad 
definition and lack of clarity in the language, however, fails to consider the 
implementation of this right and could impact students, parents, and the broader 
school community. It also fails to consider how and when technology is used in a 



 

school. Parent messaging tools and email platforms, which are critical for timely 
communications between parents, school administrators, and teachers, as well as 
with students requesting after-school help from teachers, simple reading materials, 
and the required formative and summative assessments may all receive objections 
from parents. This could, for example, present challenges to teachers and other 
students in the classroom by removing select students from class collaboration 
software used for learning new STEM skills. We believe this provision needs more 
work and urge the committee to continue engaging with stakeholders to fully 
understand the scope of the provision as currently written.  

Additionally, the bill may also come at odds with our country’s copyright laws 
requiring the public posting of curriculum on publicly available websites. There are 
no provisions in the bill that consider important longstanding copyright laws, or 
consideration for existing curriculum transparency requirements under federal law. 
This bill should receive a referral to the House Judiciary Committee.  

We look forward to engaging with the members of the committee in the coming 
weeks on this bill and hope that we can be a resource going forward.  

  
Respectfully,  
 
Sara Kloek 
Vice President, Education and Children’s Policy 
SIIA 

  

Cc: Members of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce 
 


