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Ending the Privacy Patchwork

July 11, 2023

To The Members of the United States Congress:

Since 2018, the rapidly growing landscape of state-level privacy laws has created a
fragmented patchwork of rules and regulations that are confusing consumers,
stifling innovation, and increasing red tape for America’s businesses. Resources
that would normally go toward creating jobs and improving products and services
are instead being spent on compliance costs. News stories and reports show the
patchwork of state privacy laws is having a chilling effect on our economy.

According to a study by the Information Technology & Innovation Foundation
(ITIF), failing to pass a federal data privacy law will cost our economy more than $1
trillion over ten years, with $200 billion being paid by small businesses. Thirteen
states have passed comprehensive privacy laws, including eight states just this
year. This follows a growing trend. Since 2018, 182 comprehensive privacy bills
have been considered across 46 states. Now is the time for Congress to act and
pass a federal privacy law that protects Americans’ data no matter where they live
and gives businesses certainty about their responsibilities.

In a time of increased polarization in Washington, D.C., the passage of a federal
data privacy law provides a clear opportunity for bipartisan cooperation in a divided
Congress. It's also a winning issue with the American people. Polls show 83% of
all voters, including 86% of Democrats and 81% of Republicans, support the
passage of a federal data privacy law.

With an increasing number of states enacting their own data privacy laws, the need
has never been more urgent. To best protect all Americans’ data privacy and
provide an environment for American businesses to continue innovating and
creating jobs, we stand united in urging you to work together in the 118th Congress
to pass a comprehensive federal data privacy bill that creates a uniform national
standard, preempts state law, and ends the privacy patchwork.

Respectfully,
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https://www.axios.com/2023/06/30/privacy-laws-enforcement-colorado-connecticut
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571681753c44d835a440c8b5/t/6414a45f5001941e519492ff/1679074400513/Privacy+Patchwork+Problem+Report.pdf
https://itif.org/publications/2022/01/24/50-state-patchwork-privacy-laws-could-cost-1-trillion-more-single-federal/
https://pro.morningconsult.com/instant-intel/state-privacy-congress-priority-poll
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